
 
 
 

     
As part of the 2018 Charlottesville Dogwood Festival, the 7th Annual 

Dogwood Benefit Breakfast will be held on Friday, April 20, 2018 at the 

DoubleTree Hotel, Charlottesville.  The “Help Save the Next Girl” Benefit 

Breakfast will honor the national non-profit organization formed in honor of 

Morgan Dana Harrington, a 20-year-old Virginia Tech student, who was 

abducted and murdered in 2009. All of the proceeds from the silent auction 

will go to Help Save the Next Girl.   

On October 17, 2009, a 20-year-old Virginia Tech student named Morgan 

Dana Harrington went to a Metallica concert in Charlottesville, Virginia, and never came home. One 

hundred and one days later, a farmer found Morgan’s skeletonized remains in a remote pasture 

about six miles from the concert venue. Morgan Harrington’s abduction and murder prompted the 

beginning of Help Save the Next Girl. 

The non-profit organization began as a conduit to spread information and promote personal safety, 

and was founded by Dan and Gil Harrington, Morgan’s parents. 

Help Save the Next Girl is the most prominent group nationally in the fight against sexual predatory 

danger. They have over 70 chapters in universities, middle schools, and high schools.  

They are an educational and inspirational group, and here in Virginia, where it all began, they 

change laws, 9 so far. Dan and Gil Harrington’s legislative lobbying successes have improved basic 

safety circumstances for all of our young people in the state of Virginia. Recognizing their work, 

Governor McAuliffe also declared an annual Missing Persons Day in Virginia. 

The organization keeps a strong social media presence. The team gathers and shares information 

quickly and efficiently through outlets such as Facebook and Twitter. Help Save the Next Girl utilizes 

their network of followers to disseminate timely posts to reach a large number of interested people, 

and together create a zone of safety.  

Help Save the Next Girl's primary focus is to spread safety information and prevent future crimes 

against young women. This can be accomplished through maintaining vigilance and personal 

awareness. As a community we must know our neighbors, be responsible for one another, and cherish 

precious family.  

The success of the Silent Auction depends on the donations received.  If you helped out last year, I 

extend my heartfelt thanks and hope that you will once again be a part of this very worthwhile cause. 

If you were not a part of the 2017 Benefit Breakfast and Auction, please consider helping out.  Can 

we count on your support?    

Sincerely,  

Jenne Garrett  
69th Charlottesville Dogwood Festival  
Garrett2kids@msn.com  
434-566-1629  
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